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Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S 

1994 Bachelor of Arts, Australian National University 

1996 Bachelor of Laws (Honours), Australian National University 

1996 Admitted as a Barrister and Solicitor of the ACT 
Supreme Court and the High Court of Australia 

1997 Graduate Diploma in Legal Practice, Australian National 
University 

2001 Practitioner's Certificate in Mediation and Coniliation, 
Institute of Arbitrators and Mediators 

2005 Admitted as a Barrister in the Solomon Islands 

S E L E C T R E C E N T APPEARANCES 

• Zirilli v The King [2023] VSCA 64 (Emerton P, Beach JA, McLeish JA), J Forsaith and S Martin 
with him, opposed by D.Renton SC, D.Karamicov and Dr M.Gumbleton: an application for 
leave to appeal against a conviction arising out of the ‘Lawyer X’ scandal, which involved
issues relating to Telecommunications (Interception and Access) Act 1979 (Cth) and the 
Criminal Procedure Act 2009 (Vic). 

• Stokes v Toyne [2023] NSWCA 59 (Ward P, Adamson JA and Simpson AJA), N.Oram with him, 
opposed by M.Castle and H.D. Bailey: a successful appeal from an adverse decision of the 
District Court in which Andrew obtained a permanent stay of proceedings against his client
on the basis of denial of procedural fairness, Anshun estoppel and abuse of process. 

• Hamor v Determining Authority [2023] FCA 267 (Goodman J), D.Forrester with him, opposed 
by M.Robinson SC with J.Lucy and C.Brain: successfully defended a decision made by the 
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GPO BOX 2011, Canberra ACT Professional Services Review Committee to disqualify a medical doctor for one year and 
require him to pay $1,959,718.75 because of inappropriate practice.
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https://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/Document/I43e73e30d2c211edb8d4d71a402b6257/View/FullText.html?navigationPath=Search%2Fv1%2Fresults%2Fnavigation%2Fi0ad740110000018769cb28df7593cf8d%3Fppcid%3Db792e4fc55d7467083c9af35078ce431%26Nav%3DAUNZ_CASES%26fragmentIdentifier%3DI43e73e30d2c211edb8d4d71a402b6257%26parentRank%3D0%26startIndex%3D1%26contextData%3D%2528sc.Search%2529%26transitionType%3DSearchItem&listSource=Search&listPageSource=44523ee11cb01e70d28efe2d117b9f91&list=AUNZ_CASES&rank=2&sessionScopeId=b46f2db6e7f268657417a3abe4d769512d28424c65c2bea856fa72ed9f062b50&ppcid=b792e4fc55d7467083c9af35078ce431&originationContext=Search%20Result&transitionType=SearchItem&contextData=%28sc.Search%29
https://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/Link/Document/FullText?refType=U5&docFamilyGuid=Icb17d30d511511e9ba47b982d234a9a6&pubNum=1100190&originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&docVersion=Law%2Bin%2BForce&ppcid=867c3fdfd20847eda415b411a7865e01&contextData=(sc.Search)
https://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/Document/Ifc2a7a10d28c11edb8d4d71a402b6257/View/FullText.html?originationContext=typeAhead&transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&comp=wlau
https://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/Document/I35b783e0cd1511edba5fd4e1de866745/View/FullText.html?originationContext=typeAhead&transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&comp=wlau
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• Appeared in and advised on a range of interim and family law proceedings 
including proceedings: 
• to injunct actions causing the devaluation of marital property (July 2022) 
• concerning parental responsibility for a teenage child with gender 

dysphoria (July 2022) 
• concerning whether a party’s interests in a significant family trust 

constitute property for the purposes of s 79 of Family Law Act (September 
2022) 

• seeking to set aside a binding financial agreement (December 2022) 

• involving an urgent application for relocation (February 2023) 
• for final property orders, where complex issues relating to one parties’ 

legal 

• practice and the parties’ superannuation funds and property investments 
were involved (February 2023) 

• seeking to set aside a bloodline trust in relation to a large farming 
enterprise, where complex issues relating to estoppel, trust law, equitable 
damages and s 90AE of the Family Law Act arise (ongoing) 

 
• Advising and appearing for the Commonwealth of Australia in the Royal 

Commission into Defence and Veteran suicide. 
 

• Advising a senior public servant in relation to his response to a notice of adverse 
comment in the Royal Commission into the Robodebt Scheme. 

 
• Appeared for two prominent Australians in proceedings before the 

Commonwealth Law Enforcement Integrity Commissioner (March 2023). 
 

• Comcare v Friend (Rangiah, Wheelahan, Goodman JJ), 22 February 2023 , 
decision reserved, P.Bindon with him, opposed by K.Nomchong SC and C.Magee; 
Leach v Comcare [2021] FCAFC 134, 285 FCR 326 (Collier J, Charlesworth J, 
Snaden J), K. Slack with him, opposed by M.L.Robertson QC and F.J. Chen: 
appeals relating to the interpretation and application of the Safety, 
Rehabilitation and Compensation Act 1988 (Cth). 

 
• Marshal of the Federal Circuit and Family Court of Australia v Trach [2022] 

FedCFamC1F 22; Che v Don (No 2) [2021] FedCFamC1F 304 (Gill J), opposed by 
M.Davis: acting for the Marshall of the Family Court to prosecute a case of 
contempt. 

 
• Roberts-Smith v Fairfax Media Publications Pty Ltd (No 31) [2022] FCA 

271/Roberts-Smith v Fairfax Media Publications Pty Ltd (No 15) [2021] FCA 582 
(Abraham J), J.Edwards and C.Ernst with him, opposed by A.Moses SC and P. 
Sharp: hearings concerning the Inspector General Australian Defence Force 
Regulations 2016 (Cth), the National Security Information (Criminal and Civil 
Proceedings) Act 2004 (Cth) and public interest immunity in the context of Ben 
Roberts-Smith’s defamation proceedings against Fairfax Media Publications Pty 
Ltd. 

 
• Benbrika v Minister for Home Affairs [2021] VSCA 303 (Beach JA, McLeish JA, 

Kennedy JA), M.Hosking and A.Lord with him, opposed by D.Star QC, C.Tran and 
N.Wooton: successfully defended a decision to impose a continuing detention 
order on the appellant. 

 
• Patrick and Secretary, Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet (Freedom of 

Information)  [2021] AATA 2719 (White J), opposed by G.Watson SC and D.Tang: 
the ‘National Cabinet papers case’ 

 
• Minister for Home Affairs v Benbrika (2021) 95 ALJR 166 (Kiefel CJ, Bell, Gageler, 

Keane, Gordon, Edelman and Steward JJ): appeared for the Minister for Home 
Affairs in High Court proceedings concerning the constitutional validity of 
Division 105A of the Commonwealth Criminal Code. 

https://defenceveteransuicide.royalcommission.gov.au/
https://defenceveteransuicide.royalcommission.gov.au/
https://robodebt.royalcommission.gov.au/
https://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/Document/I36fb6e70eb8411ebbd8ee2d68a0d5eb4/View/FullText.html?originationContext=typeAhead&transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&comp=wlau
https://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/Document/I88ccc4f0f0da11ebbd8ee2d68a0d5eb4/View/FullText.html?navigationPath=Search%2Fv1%2Fresults%2Fnavigation%2Fi0ad7401600000187e0080ba0e717df65%3Fppcid%3D46a20d27c90a4a42a17fbe0fa4906fa4%26Nav%3DAUNZ_CASES%26fragmentIdentifier%3DI88ccc4f0f0da11ebbd8ee2d68a0d5eb4%26parentRank%3D0%26startIndex%3D1%26contextData%3D%2528sc.Search%2529%26transitionType%3DSearchItem&listSource=Search&listPageSource=372292d8216cf8dad26e2421e72f79f0&list=ALL&rank=2&sessionScopeId=5c3e132b6b61a9ffa933aa69fc1e718b21aa64dfeb389092cb53feeff173e2fe&ppcid=46a20d27c90a4a42a17fbe0fa4906fa4&originationContext=Search%20Result&transitionType=SearchItem&contextData=(sc.Search)&comp=wlau
https://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/Document/I6f244280ab0b11ecbb52f2a14a2752dd/View/FullText.html?navigationPath=Search%2Fv1%2Fresults%2Fnavigation%2Fi0ad7401600000187e009ec88e717e034%3Fppcid%3Dd43cf13014d14e3e85652778eee719dc%26Nav%3DAUNZ_CASES%26fragmentIdentifier%3DI6f244280ab0b11ecbb52f2a14a2752dd%26parentRank%3D0%26startIndex%3D1%26contextData%3D%2528sc.Search%2529%26transitionType%3DSearchItem&listSource=Search&listPageSource=124296d42b81e62bebc76ec746cbf580&list=ALL&rank=1&sessionScopeId=5c3e132b6b61a9ffa933aa69fc1e718b21aa64dfeb389092cb53feeff173e2fe&ppcid=d43cf13014d14e3e85652778eee719dc&originationContext=Search%20Result&transitionType=SearchItem&contextData=(sc.Search)&comp=wlau
https://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/Document/I6069a8d09a9311ecaa53902e8e8d1adf/View/FullText.html?transitionType=UniqueDocItem&contextData=(sc.Search)&userEnteredCitation=Che%2Bv%2BDon%2B(No%2B2)%2B(2021)%2BFedCFamC1F%2B304%2B(Gill%2BJ)&comp=wlau
https://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/Document/Ibf10b740b17011ecbb52f2a14a2752dd/View/FullText.html?originationContext=typeAhead&transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&comp=wlau
https://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/Document/I7b3cf620c40711ebadd4e71141b28759/View/FullText.html?transitionType=UniqueDocItem&contextData=(sc.Search)&userEnteredCitation=%e2%80%a2%2BRoberts-Smith%2Bv%2BFairfax%2BMedia%2BPublications%2BPty%2BLtd%2B(No%2B31)%2B(2022)%2BFCA%2B271%2B%2f%2BRoberts-Smith%2Bv%2BFairfax%2BMedia%2BPublications%2BPty%2BLtd%2B(No%2B15)%2B(2021)%2BFCA%2B582&comp=wlau
https://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/Document/I69b42d80427711ecb538b99a0b48eab4/View/FullText.html?transitionType=UniqueDocItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)&userEnteredCitation=%e2%80%a2%2BBenbrika%2Bv%2BMinister%2Bfor%2BHome%2BAffairs%2B(2021)%2BVSCA%2B303&comp=wlau
https://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/Document/Icd19f010f8aa11ebb3f198d1087ae04e/View/FullText.html?transitionType=UniqueDocItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)&userEnteredCitation=Patrick%2Band%2BSecretary%2c%2BDepartment%2Bof%2BPrime%2BMinister%2Band%2BCabinet%2B(Freedom%2Bof%2BInformation)%2B(2021)%2BAATA%2B2719&comp=wlau
https://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/Document/Icd19f010f8aa11ebb3f198d1087ae04e/View/FullText.html?transitionType=UniqueDocItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)&userEnteredCitation=Patrick%2Band%2BSecretary%2c%2BDepartment%2Bof%2BPrime%2BMinister%2Band%2BCabinet%2B(Freedom%2Bof%2BInformation)%2B(2021)%2BAATA%2B2719&comp=wlau
https://anzlaw.thomsonreuters.com/Document/I050ac6106b2b11eb9c48db87dfc9ae23/View/FullText.html?navigationPath=Search%2Fv1%2Fresults%2Fnavigation%2Fi0ad7401600000187e01b4fefe717e4d0%3Fppcid%3De8f13dab95b34d03b7d6e77826afe676%26Nav%3DAUNZ_CASES%26fragmentIdentifier%3DI050ac6106b2b11eb9c48db87dfc9ae23%26parentRank%3D0%26startIndex%3D1%26contextData%3D%2528sc.Search%2529%26transitionType%3DSearchItem&listSource=Search&listPageSource=fd7ec648f5ebbaf7d3e536a5575687bd&list=AUNZ_CASES&rank=4&sessionScopeId=5c3e132b6b61a9ffa933aa69fc1e718b21aa64dfeb389092cb53feeff173e2fe&ppcid=e8f13dab95b34d03b7d6e77826afe676&originationContext=Search%20Result&transitionType=SearchItem&contextData=(sc.Search)&comp=wlau

